
Oakville Quilters’ Guild 
Wonky Medallion Block of the Month 2016/2017 

January – Wonky Stars and adding Borders 

Block size: 5” unfinished 

You will need: 

 32 – 2” squares of your background colour  

 4 – 2” squares of your accent colour 

 Various scraps of your main colour 

 ½ m of coordinating fabric for side and top borders 

 

This is the first of the flip-and-sew blocks that we will be making.  I don’t cut out the pieces that will be 
flipped (main fabric).  Instead I position the whole piece of fabric with a straight edge as my sewing 
guide.  That way I’m sure my piece will cover the area completely. 

1. Position scrap of fabric over top of one of the background 
squares as shown in the figure.  Sew along the edge with a ¼” 
seam. 

 

2. Press unit with the main fabric facing up.  Flip your square 
over and trim away excess main colour fabric so that you 
once again have a 2” square.  

 

3. Flip your triangle out of the way and trim away the excess 
background fabric leaving a ¼” seam allowance. 

4. Repeat step 1-3 to add triangles to the left side of the 
squares.  

5. Make 16 units. 

 
 

6. Sew triangle blocks and plain background squares around the centre accent square as shown in 
the block diagram at the top. 

7. Make 4 blocks. 
 

Notes: 

 For “squares” – Paper piecing this block may be the easiest way to create the triangle unit.  

Remember the point should be ¼” from the block edge.  There are also specialty rulers (such as a 

Tri Recs rulers) that will make the perfect block. 

  



Putting everything together 

We will now add three borders to our centre medallion: (1) a floater border to adjust the size, (2) the 

squares on point border, and then (3) another plain border with wonky star cornerstones. 

1. Floater Border 

You may have noticed that the squares on point border won’t fit onto your centre medallion.  To fix this, 

we will add a plain border so that the next border fits correctly.  You can use either the background fabric, or 

your main colour for this border, whatever you like best.  In case your quilt has come out a different size, you 

can fill in the table yourself to make your floating border the right size. 

Basically, you figure out how much bigger your center panel needs to be to match the next border and 

divide that number by two so that both sides will be equal.  Since our quilt is a rectangle, we need to do this 

for the top/bottom and the sides separately since it won’t be the same measurement.   

The numbers are in the table below, or if your quilt has deviated, you can fill in the table yourself. 

Steps to determine 
size of floaters 

For side 
borders 

For side 
borders 

Steps to determine 
size of floaters 

For 
top/bottom 

borders 

For 
top/bottom 

borders 

1. Width of 
centre panel 
including seam 
allowance 

18.5”  1. Height of centre 
panel including 
seam allowance 

24.5”  

2. Length of top 
border to be 
added  

28.5”- 8” (for 
each corner) 

= 20.5” 

 2. Length of side 
border to be 
added 

28.5”  

3. Subtract line 2 
from line 1 

2”  3. Subtract line 2 
from line 1 

4”  

4. Divide line 3 
by two 

1”  4. Divide line 3 by 
two 

2”  

5. Add ½” to line 4 for seam allowance 5. Add ½” to line 4 for seam allowance 

6. Width of fabric 
strip 

1.5”  6. Width of fabric 
strip 

2.5”  

 

Line 6 will be the width that you cut.  Add the side borders first. 

6. Squares on point border 

 

Add the side borders first as you normally would. 

 

7. Plain border with star corner stones. 

Cut 4  width of fabric 5” strips.  Trim to the same length as your last border. Add star corner stone blocks to 

each side of the top and bottom borders.  Add side borders first, then the top/bottom borders. 


